
Two years into their 1953 marriage there was a major decision facing Char and Gordy Miller. Would Char
become Catholic or would Gordy convert to Lutheran? “I kept trying to change Gordy but it didn’t work,”
recalls Char. Then Char came across a little book that had a significant impact on her spiritual future. “I
started reading ‘Father Smith Instructs Mr. Jackson,’ a paperback that made so much sense to me,” she says.
“It helped guide me toward Catholicism in a very positive way. After reading the book (more than three
million copies were sold) becoming Catholic seemed like the right thing to do.” 

Still, Char faced obstacles such as her former Lutheran minister refusing to provide her baptismal certificate
and some family members who were concerned about her choice. Through it all she became a staunch
Catholic and a very strong and active member of the Saint Rose parish community.  In 1965, Char, Gordy
and their six children moved to Roseville. Two more Miller children were born later (all attended Saint Rose
School). Gordy was in the commercial lawn mower business all his life, including being the owner of North
Star Turf with one of his sons. When he died in 2016 the Millers had been married for about 63 years. 

Char began her decades-long volunteering at the school, later transitioning to serving the entire parish
community. She has been a Eucharistic minister for as long as she can remember, including delivering
communion to the homebound. She and Gordy signed up to be regular Adorers at the Perpetual Adoration
Chapel as soon as it opened in 1989.

“At first I thought it was for once a month,” says Char. “When I found out it was weekly I wondered how
we could possibly do that. Very quickly it became an easy, regular routine.”Char credits the Saint Rose
Adoration experience with helping grow her Catholic faith. “What a blessing to have the Chapel available.
Every time I go I pray that more people will sign up to become regular Adorers. We need them to continue
this holy ministry.”

Char Miller

Other things to know about Char:
• She grew up in Waconia, Minnesota, and attended a one-room
elementary school where she was the only student in her class. “I
don’t remember any more than eight students in the entire
building at one time,” she says. Char loved learning and, in fact,
begged her family to let her start school a year early. Her father,
who was on the school board, paved the way.
• Char is the mainstay of one of the lesser-known Saint Rose
ministries. Every week she sends out birthday cards to parishioners
over the age of 80. “It’s a good way to acknowledge and keep in
touch with a very special group of people,” says Char.
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